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archaeology ➛ 
interactive cognition ➛ 
ping pong ➛ control ➛ 

playfulness



archaeology



the mode of working that 
procedural techniques afford is 

not new



“When you cut into the present, the future leaks out”
 - William Burroughs



with generative models, we dig 
into the past and construct the 

future out of what we find



Data Sources

1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

Museum Collections & Archives

The Internet



We see schemes of empires past in the data. 
Colonialism is alive and kicking if you just dig 
a little bit into our cultural heritage.





We’re tapping into the collective unconscious! 
And it’s hilarious! And frightening!



we can remix history to scry 
into the future











interactive cognition



as humans, we think by 
interacting with the world



generative ai lets us think 
by interacting with culture















ping pong



human pattern recognition 
machine

⇅
artificial pattern recognition 

machine





🤯🤯
🤯



Multi-agent workflows with delegation, dynamic prompt 
assembly, model & vendor agnostic



genius loci

Ink
+
Mistral 



control



language models demand 
that you let go of control





what’s 
next?



https://martinpi.github.io/EphemeralWriter/









playfulness









q&a 
thank you!
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